POLLINATOR PATCHES

Here at Shady Street Park, we have done and will continue, hard work to remove invasive
non-native pants. We have added back more than six dozen native trees and shrubs. Native
Plants provide food and habitat for native species that have evolved over time to live in land-
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== 0ld Field was a historic African American neigh-

: *  borhood of around 100 single and double “shotgun”
homes. During construction of Shady Street Park,
oral histories were taken from former residents who
shared this was a loving, self-sufficient community
between the Alabama River and the railroad tracks.
It included the Billingslea School and small shops.
Folks remembered peaches and plums, pecans

INSECTS

Pinus palustris is Latin for Marsh Pine
because they can grow in wetlands.
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SWIFT CHIMNEY

This swift tower at Shady Street Park was
built in 2022 by a local Eagle Scout. It pro-
vides safe ledges upon which Swifts can
build nests and bring birdsong to this new
outdoor classroom and nature trail.
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See the Pines that look like alien creatures
with many furry hands? That is a Longleaf
Pine in its candelabra age, when it is shooting
up toward the sky. See how long the needles
are? Do you see any growing on the ground
like grass? That's not grass, but Longleaf Pine
tree in its Grass stage when its roots are
shooting downward as far as they can reach.
This tap root will anchor the tree when it
towers above all the other plants.

LEARN

The first or native peoples, living in
the area, knew how to burn the longleaf pine
wiregrass for planting crops and to enhance
the visibility and fertility of deer hunting terri-
tory. The wood was harvested for construc-
tion, the pitch for resinous seals, the needles
for handwoven baskets. The wood of these
mighty trees is so strong, the next wave of
early American settlers harvested and milled
the forests to build ships, houses and shops,
till the Longleaf forest and their companion
species fell into critical decline.
Through replanting they
are rebounding.

Can you find any long copper colored
Pine needles on the ground? Try braiding
them and weaving them together. Do you
think you can weave enough pine needles to
make a Basket? What else can you do with
them? If we protect these trees, we as well as
the animals can benefit from them as they
have been a benefit to many in this region for
generations. Can you dig inside a pinecone
like the Crossbill on the right to find seeds?

Learn more about how to find and plant
your own seeds, from the Long-
leaf Alliance QR code
above.

Plants use flowers with all sorts of
bright colors, shapes, sizes, smells, and
nutrients to attract different animals. When
these pollinators eat the flower's sugary
nectar, pollen grains produced by the
flower will attach to them. When they feed
on other plants of the same species, the
pollen grains attach to the flower’s stigma,
fertilizing the flower so it produces seeds in
fruit. Pollinators include various insects

such as butterflies, bees, and beetles
as well as birds, bats, and vari-
ous other small

Unfortunately, our pollinators are in trou-
ble due to habitat loss, pesticides, invasive
organisms, parasites, disease, and climate
change. Agriculture crops rely heavily on
pollinators, especially bees, to pollinate
crops to produce high quality and quanti-
ties of fruit and vegetables that we eat
every single day. Without pollinators a
huge food source for us would disappear
as well as the ecosystems around us
along with its inhabitants.

PLAY

You may be thinking, “That's sad,
but what can | do about it?" Well, there
are plenty of ways you can help! You can
plant native pollen producing plants near
your home, that bloom at different times of
the year for the various hungry pollinators.
Then watch to see who visits! Scan below.

Pollinator Patches Butterfly Atlas

SENSE

How many naturalized garden
plants can you find throughout the
park? Much of Shady St Park car-
ries the memories of the Old Field
neighborhood gardens and the
people who tended them. Do you
see the chimney in the middle of

the park?

LEARN

Long ago the U.S. was filled with
old hollow trees, that a bird called
a swift lived in. Many were re-
placed by houses with chimneys
that the swifts could live inside. As
old houses are torn down, new
ones without chimneys are built,
so chimney swifts are losing
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See if you can find a Pecan treeg,

an Okra plant, a Canna Lily, a

Chickasaw Plum Tree and a wild
Onion.

Where else might animals make
there homes?

mammals. homes.

Wetlands were once thought of as hard to reach, dark, disease ridden places, and had been
drained for this reason. Today we have come to realize that wetlands serve as important areas
for water storage, soil conservation and habitat to a variety of wildlife. There are many areas of
Shady Street Park that retain this wetland habitat.

The center block of Shady Street Park was the site of the former Billingslea School, which
served the neighborhood for 65 years. Billingslea was originally built as a school for Black
children during the Jim Crow Era. It was a place of education and community until it closed
in 1984. Now, through the creative reuse of building materials and new concepts of commu-

nity, health, and equity, the classroom lives again as an outdoor classroom for all. Osprey
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SENSE

Do you see the gravel area
towards the city? That is the founda-
tion of the Billingslea School that served
the Old Field neighborhod. It was
named after Alfred Billingslea, one of

the Montgomery's pre-emmanent Black
leaders during the Reconstruction Era.
The school closed with much of the
neighborhood as Montgomery ad-
vanced its hardwon efforts towards
equity in education and
fair housing.

LEARN

Do you see the benches and
the three stone monuments? Those
came from cut stone curbs that had
been replaced by concrete curbs. By
salvaging the old stone curbs we are
able to salvage the hard work that
people did a hundred years ago when
they cut the stone by hand. These
benches are now being used in the
Outdoor Classroom in honor of
the history on which
they built.

PLAY

What are some materials that
you can salvage to make something
new with? Are there any old bricks
around your house that you can turn
into pavers or curbs to a garden bed?
Are there any discarded containers in
which you can grow plants to put in
your window seal? Can you try cut-
ting off clear plastic bottle necks so

you can see the roots of
sprouting seeds?

~— Closes
Curbs are replaced with

concrete forms. The old granite
slabs are cut with diamond blade saw.

The Slabs are Reinstalled as Benches in Shady Street Park’s Outdoor Classroom

water around the park. That's be-
cause Shady St. Park is a wetland
next to the Alabama River floodplain.
There are so many species that live in
wetlands. Can you hear each of them?
Maybe you can hear the high pitch of
the crickets? Or is that the peeping of
the frogs? When it gets hot you can
hear the cicadas sing. And on Sun-
days you might hear the
choir at the church.

Protecting wetlands is key to
the survival of our overall ecosystem.
Did you know that Alabama has the
highest diversity of turtles in the
country? You might notice the Coosa
River Cooter or the Snapping Turtle
which has a powerful bite. The many
Damsalflies and Dragon Flies perch
on the tall grasses to watch for other

insects to eat. Hear the Southern

Toad make a high
pitched trill.

in the park?
Urban Turtle Merlin
Project Bird Song ID

sy TURTLES

Listen, how many different bird
songs can you hear in the
wetland choir?

Common Snapping Turtle
Old Field St James Baptist Church
Southern Swamp Cicada
(Neotibicen tibicen australis)
Marsh Ground Cricket

Coosa River Cooter
Spring Peeper
Green treefrog

Pig Frog

Cedar Waxwing

E. I. Marlow Choir
Fall Field Cricket

Green Heron



